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       Diocese of Portsmouth 

PROCEDURE FOR VISUAL INSPECTION OF ASBESTOS V1

	Injury due to: Inhaling hazardous ASBESTOS fibres causing reduced lung function Pleura and death:-

Asbestosis

Lung Cancer

Mesothelioma
In 2004/5 All Diocesan Churches, Halls and Presbyteries completed an asbestos management survey. Use this report to assist with the management of asbestos or asbestos containing materials.



	Is the condition of ACM damaged, 
Frayed or Scratched?
	Walk around your building to review your record and update it as necessary. Look at the ACMs left in place, including those you have sealed or enclosed, to see if they have deteriorated or been damaged or disturbed in any way. The time between inspections will depend on the type of material, where it is and its condition, but it should be at least every six to 12 months. You will need to check that the arrangements to control the risk set out in your plan, have been put in place and are working effectively. You must also review the plan if there are significant changes that will affect these arrangements, for example if you do different sorts of work on the premises, or if any of the ACMs are removed.

If the ACMs are in poor condition, you will have to arrange repairs or have them sealed, enclosed or removed. Again, this will need to be done by a competent person.
Ensure that accessing the locations of the ACM is done safely using appropriate equipment (such as ladders). It is preferable to carry out the survey from ground level.
You need to prepare a record that shows where the asbestos or presumed asbestos is, the type if known, its form, and what condition it is in. This record needs to be simple, clear and always available at the premises so that you, or any other person that needs to know where the ACMs are, can easily find them. 

A record can be maintained within PropSyS H&S System and stored under Parish Checklist Records. There is one specifically set up for Asbestos.


	Are the surface sealants peeling or 

Breaking off?
	

	Is the material becoming detached 

from its base? This is a particular 

problem with pipe and boiler 

lagging and sprayed coatings.


	

	 Are protective coverings, designed to protect the material, missing or 
damaged?


	

	Is there asbestos dust or debris from damage near the material?
	

	Keep a written record of actions carried out. This action plan is a legal requirement alongside the Asbestos Register.

	


	Notify contractors or workers of the existence of asbestos containing 

Materials.


	Your plan should include passing on your asbestos register to any worker/contractor carrying out maintenance work on your property. If you decide not to label the asbestos, you need to make sure that those who might work on the material know that it contains or may contain asbestos, before they start work, e.g. when you ask for a quote for a job. You can then agree the precautions necessary to prevent exposure.




	Update the asbestos register whenever you have work done on asbestos materials.
Check materials at least once a year to make sure they haven't deteriorated.
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