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Health and Safety Bulletin (No6)
Issued 30th November, 2017
Icy Conditions and Winter Weather
Dear Father,

Slip and trip accidents increase during the Autumn and Winter season for a number of reasons: there is less daylight, leaves fall onto paths and become wet and slippery and cold weather spells cause ice and snow to build up on paths. There are effective actions that can be taken to reduce the risk of a slip or trip. Regardless of the size of the church grounds, please ensure that regularly used walkways are promptly tackled by contractors or willing volunteers.
	Type of work:
	Clearing snow and ice by hand. Clearing leaves.
	Location work being completed:
	Church grounds

	Time of day work completed:
	Various, dependent upon weather conditions
	Average duration:
	Various

	Specialist skills or training required:
	Physical ability to use a shovel and to lift bags of salt. Clearing and moving leaves.
	Is a permit to work required Y/N?

 If “Yes”, what type?
	No



	Tools and equipment:(list)
	Shovel, stiff bristled broom.
	PPE and safety equipment: (list)
	Safety boots or Wellingtons; foul weather clothing; and high visibility waistcoat

	Significant risks associated with the task:
	· Slips, trips and falls due to ground conditions.

· Strains and sprains due to incorrect shovelling technique or incorrect handling of bags of salt and removal of leaves.

	Other factors that may affect the safe completion of the task:
	· Adverse weather conditions, traffic movements on access roads or car parks.

· Elderly, infirm and those with pre-existing medical conditions should not volunteer for snow and ice clearance activities, and the clearing of leaves.


	Work sequence:
	Before
	· Identify areas to be cleared. If necessary, prioritise areas to be cleared.

· Lock car park gates or erect a temporary barrier to prevent vehicular access during work.

· Close off pathways using a temporary barrier where necessary.



	
	During
	· Use shovel to move snow or ice away from walking areas, such as pathways.

· Use salt to treat the area that has been cleared to prevent further build-up of ice.

· Use a stiff bristled broom to remove leaves from walkways.

	
	After
	· Return shovels (and brooms if used) to their storage area.

· Return unused salt bags to their storage area.

· Re-open car parks and pathways if considered safe to do so.



	Emergency procedures and contacts:
	N/A

	Risk assessments and other documentation relevant to work:
	N/A


	Safety procedure prepared by: 
	
	Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Safety procedure reviewed by: 
	
	Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Additional information:
	


Best Wishes

Graham Palethorpe

Health and Safety Administrator
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